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Dear Parents/Caregivers  
 
Thanks for the work that many of our parents have been undertaking to assist with making 
the school day a successful one for our children. Whether that be supporting the school at 
excursions, sports events, reading homework or preparing a decent lunch, all of these things 
are vitally important to our children progressing to become Happy, Confident Learners. 
 
We now have around 37 (up 7 from the previous newsletter) families operating accounts 
with the school. $5 per week will generally cover expenses for you child and dissipate the 

stress around stationery, swimming, activity fee and 
sports costs. 
 
Thanks to the 132 families that have supplied us with e- 
mail addresses. Some of our parent community will have 
received a link to a google form on Wednesday after-
noon requesting your input into our current curriculum 
review around the productive strand in Literacy. Families 
will only be asked to contribute about once a year to the 
curriculum review process so please take the time to  
express your thoughts. Each family will have an oppor-
tunity to contribute over the year. 
 
We would like to welcome Paula Cross (Room 4), Britta-
ny Laing (Room 15), Leslee Swete, Delhi Brewer, An-
na Smith and Megan Kerr to the staff for 2015. We 
hope you enjoy Team Wakari. 
 

Kind regards     Chris Smith 
  

Calendar 

2-13 Mar Senior Swimming 

19 Mar Kahurangi Maori Dance  

23 Mar Otago Anniversary 

24 Mar 
Junior Syndicate start 

swimming with Jill Clarke 

26 Mar School photos 

2 Apr End of Term One 

3 Apr GOOD FRIDAY 

20 Apr Start of Term Two 

Welcome 

We welcome the following pupils and their families to Wakari. We hope you will enjoy being part of 

Team Wakari and our learning environment. 

Molly Houston-Hynd Annabelle Tocher Charlie Hunsche Liam Webb 

Ella Brookes   Ana Huntly  Thomas Wilson Felipe Green-Santos 

Ryder Clark   Oliver Ingram  Daniel Crowl  Findlay McDonald 

Jack Cairns   Hye Shin   Xavier Bristow  Hayley Chronican 

Poppy Deaker   Asher Le Cong Mariah Taungapeau  Sarah Baird  



Health tip: Diarrhoea or vomiting? Please stay at home for up to 48 hours after it finishes. 

“Caught In The Act” 

Once again there have been a lot of children caught in the act. 

Well done! Award winners from February 12 - March 4 

5 tickets = 1 ice block! 

Keira Vogel Lucy Fitzgerald Miki Russell 
Adam Irvine (2) Tom Wilson Poppy Deaker Danny Crowl 
Ella Brookes Finn McDonald Michaela Elliott Felipe Green-Santos 
Keziah Porthouse Elijah Hutton-Neill Adam Restall Elisabeth Hutton-Neill 
Jack Anderson Olivia Glover Zac Ward Paige Weatherall 
Grace Thomson Riley Fitzgerald (R14) Jackson Boyd Bradley Swan 
Charlie Hunsche Xavier Bristow Ana Huntley Molly Houston-Hynd 
Tyler Smith Millie Mason Paige Kerr Hayley Chronican 
Hye Shin Lucy Irvine Max Robbie Kaleb Berryman 
Jacob Crowl Annabelle Tocher  

Rewards proudly  

sponsored by: 

Kids Corner 

Middle Syndicate News 
The Middle Syndicate had a great day out at the Forsyth Barr Stadium 
on Monday when they attended and participated in the IAAF Kids Ath-
letic Festival. A highlight for all was to meet and watch Mike Powell who 
holds the world record for Long Jump. Did you know that in 1991, Mike 
Powell, an American track and field athlete won the world record for 
long jump with a jump of 8 metres and 95cm. He has held this world 
record ever since. 8.95 metres is the distance of two cars parked end to 
end. We enjoyed trying track and field events like hurdles, javelin, pole 
vault, running and throwing. Thanks to all our parent helpers. We had a 
great time. What did the children think? 
 
“On Monday, the Middle Syndicate went to the stadium for a sports day. We met the famous Mike Pow-
ell who holds the long jump world record of 8.95m. Everyone got to do different activities like javelin, hur-
dles, balls, and throwing pole vault. We got to sit down and have a banana, and a cool drink. I enjoyed 
getting to go there.”  - by Mariah Taungapeau  
 
“On Monday, I went to Forsyth Barr Stadium with the Middle Syndicate to see the long jump world record 

holder Mike Powell. At the stadium there 
was lots of other schools. We did obsta-
cle courses, pole vaulting, and threw vor-
tex. It was very hot. I had a super time!”   
- by Natalie McDonald  
 

The Human 
Mind Can  

Play Tricks! 
 

Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch 
procejt at Cmabrigde 

Uinervtisy, it deosnt mttaer 
waht oredr the ltteers in a 

wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt 
tihng is taht the frist and lsat 
ltteer be in the rghit pclae. 
Tihs is bcuseae the huamn 

mnid deos not raed ervey lte-
ter by istlef, but the wrod as a 

wlohe!  



Mobile dental clinic phone: 0800 67 25 43 (free call from mobile phones) 

Middle Syndicate News (cont’d) 
 
“In the weekend I went fishing in the harbour. I caught a 
huge salmon. I was in a salmon competition. I won a fish-
ing rod and a watch and a fifty dollar voucher. I went with 
Tony and Zane and Steve. I had an awesome day.”  

- by Keegan Shaw 
Well done Keegan—nice fish! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN GROUP NEWS 
 
Pictured are two of our Garden Group presenting 
the shed project to Sustainable Dunedin City’s Big 
Green Challenge participants.   We now have our 
shed on site!  Our presentation is up on the school 
website (http://wakari.school.nz/get-involved/garden
-group/ under Whats New! 
 
As always, if you or someone you know is keen to 
get involved on a Tuesday lunchtime please talk to 
Cathy Logie or Heather Bonney at school, phone 
4675323 or email gardens@wakari.school.nz.  If 
you have any questions or concerns such as your 
child handling soil or eating food made from the 
veggies please let us know. 

Uniform Working Group News 
The Uniform working group recently met and have set 
some milestones that we hope to achieve before the end of 
term two parent interviews. Between then and now we will 
be sending home a flyer jam packed with as much infor-
mation as possible. Samples will be set up in the school 
along with feedback and information that the group has 
sourced from you, suppliers and other schools. There will 
be an information evening held and further opportunity for 
input and questions. The term two interview time will be 
used to distribute voting papers as we usually have around 
90% turn out at this time. As always your feedback is wel-
comed. Either e-mail the office office@wakari.school.nz or 
drop a note in the box in the office. 
 

Uniform Working Group 

Road Safety Message 
At Wakari School we try to reinforce 
good decision making and common 
sense especially in regard to road 
safety. 
The streets around Wakari School 
can be very dangerous before and 
after school. When dropping off 
your child, PLEASE do NOT let 
your child out on the street side of 
the car!!! 
This can lead to serious injury or 
worse. Please encourage your chil-
dren to exit the car on the footpath 
side. Thanks.   



If you list and sell  

with Warren, he will  

donate $1000 to  

Wakari School. 
[Conditions apply] 

Please support the fantastic sponsors of our newsletter: 

Snapshot of learning at Wakari: 
[Room 15 at fitness time] 


