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Dear Parents/Caregivers
Welcome to Wakari for 2015. I hope you had an enjoyable time with family and friends over the
holiday period, which for many of you, may now be a distant memory.
The year is in full swing with our Year 6 cohort, teachers and parents at Camp Iona for the week.
New classes underway across the school which have had a very settled and calm feel. Thanks to
staff for their work in preparing for the beginning of the year and to parents for priming your young
ones into action.
We now have around 30 families operating accounts with the School. $5 per week will generally
cover expenses for you child and dissipate the stress around stationery, swimming, activity fee and
sports costs. If you wish to set up an account, please call or email the office.
A note came home with children on Monday requesting e-mail addresses to allow a simple method
of gathering responses to the various reviews that we undertake as a school. Thanks to those who
have either filled out the form or returned it to Bryce via office@wakari.school.nz
We look forward to an enjoyable year where in partnership with parents we look to grow Happy,
Confident Learners.
Kind regards

Chris Smith

Calendar
18 Mar

Middle Syndicate start
swimming with Jill Clarke

Otago Anniversary
23 Mar [school
closed]
24 Mar

Junior Syndicate start
swimming with Jill Clarke

26 Mar School photos

We Want You!
The Home and School are looking for good
keen people to assist during the year. If you
are able to give a little time, please go to the
Home and School page on our website and
fill in the online form.
The link is:
http://wakari.school.nz/get-involved/home-school/
Thank you for giving this your attention.

2 Apr
3 Apr

End of Term One
GOOD FRIDAY

20 Apr Start of Term Two
27 Apr ANZAC DAY [school closed]

Chatbus
The Chatbus will again be operating out of Wakari School
in 2015. We will look to get underway next Thursday. A
note will come home Monday rallowing permission to attend. Please return these to your classroom teacher.
Thanks to the Home and School for your continued support of this resource.

Wakari School Code of Conduct: Cooperation: “Getting along with one another”

Kids Corner

The Earth isn’t a perfect
sphere – it has a 43 km
bulge at its middle!

Junior Syndicate News
On Tuesday morning the Junior Syndicate invited
their parents and caregivers to a early morning
breakfast. A great time was had by all [pictured below] The Junior teachers would like to thank all parents that attended. The event is a great way to establish good community relationships.

Year 6 Camp
Our Year 6 children are currently at Camp Iona. Our North Otago reporter says that the weather has been very hot and the children are really enjoying the cool water. The children have also enjoyed activities like raft
building, kayaking, archery, and camp out where there are reports of wee
‘spiders’ appearing at night!
We look forward to our
Year 6 children returning
home tomorrow afternoon around 1.30pm.

Pictured clockwise from
left: Camp out, Frisbee
with Mr South, testing out
their raft, raft building.

Health tip: Diarrhoea or vomiting? Please stay at home for up to 48 hours after it finishes.

IMPORTANT NEWS
Lunches
There will be NO sushi available on Wednesday 25 February. Sushi will resume on 4
March.
Subway is available on Thursdays. Order forms
are available from the school office and subway options start form $3.50.
SUPAKids
There will be NO SUPAKids programme this
term. They hope to run the programme again in
term two.

HOME & SCHOOL NEWS
The Home and School committee is busy planning the 2015 year. Here are some dates that
you may want to put in your calendar:
27 March—Disco and BBQ tea
29 March—Working Bee
19 Sept—School Fair
We have our annual Easter raffle coming soon,
as well as a carpet cleaning fundraiser.
Sunscreen: as a sunsmart school this is important to us. This can be seen by the sunshades provided for children to eat their lunch
under. We also enforce the wearing of sunhats. We feel it is parent’s responsibility to provide sunscreen for their children to have at
school if they wish and to put it on in the morning before coming to school.

GARDEN GROUP NEWS
We have had a lovely start to 2015 with a great
turn out at our first workshop. The kids were
raring to go and had a great session hunting for
potatoes, clearing the seeded plants, eating
salad and getting the garden tidy and ready for
the new term. We are thrilled to welcome
Heather Bonney as our new staff member and
look forward to her help and support in our garden. We are also excited that we have completed our shed project and look forward to
working with the kids to both organise it and
decorate it. Many thanks to those volunteers
and staff members that made it happen!
With a new year upon us we are really keen to
have more community members volunteer at
workshops. If you or someone you know is
keen to get involved on a Tuesday lunchtime

please talk to Cathy Logie or Heather Bonney
at school, phone 467 5323 or you can email us
at gardens@wakari.school.nz. There are also
some great photos of your kids at work on our
page in the ‘Get Involved’ section of the school
website (http://wakari.school.nz/get-involved/
garden-group/). As always if you have any
questions or concerns such as your child handling soil or eating food made from the veggies
please let us know.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Hilltop Kidz @ 3:15 After School Programme
Hilltop Kidz is a 1x week after school programme that runs on a Monday afternoon at
Halfway Bush Church Hall from 3:15 – 5pm. It
is open for all primary aged children and hosted by Flagstaff Community Church. It is an activities based programme with a theme for the
week and then activities such as games, cooking, science experiments, crafts etc.
Afternoon tea is provided and we ask for a gold
coin donation. Please contact Carolyn Sims on
476 3063 or carolyn@churchatflagstaff.co.nz if
you are interested or just turn up.
Kaikorai Kindy Fair
Kaikorai Kindy will be holding their Fair on Saturday 28 February from 11am until 1pm.
Starship Mobile Phone Appeal
In just five years the Starship Mobile Phone Appeal has raised
close to two and half million dollars to keep the Starship National
Air Ambulance Service flying. Schools have
participated by collecting unwanted mobile
phones and swapping them for a wide range of
rewards whilst at the same time raising funds
for this worthy cause.
The campaign works like this: Most of us have
old mobile phones lying around at home somewhere. We ask that each family in our school
come on board and donate any unwanted old
mobile phones.
Not only does every phone count towards our
school’s preferred reward but they also help
fund the Starship National Air Ambulance
whilst also serving as a valuable recycling initiative.
Please drop phones in the collection box in the
school office.

Mobile dental clinic phone: 0800 67 25 43 (free call from mobile phones)

Playball
Enrol now in Playball at Wakari School on Wednesday's.
The start date of 11th February in the school Hall 3-4pm
5-9 year olds only. For more information visit us
on facebook, or www.playball.co.nz, or email Liam at
coachliam@playball.co.nz or phone/text 027 554 8859.
Health Message
Hi there, Pie Eaters! Kiwis love pies and there is nothing
better on a cold Dunedin day perfect pastry with a meaty
middle... However, as a parent on the pie order roster I
have noticed that some children are ordering 2 pies for
lunch. I am also a local doctor (Helensburgh Medical Centre)
and I would not recommend 2 pies for even my adult patients. For those growing children that need more food,
perhaps extra food in the lunchbox might be added instead.
Dr Susan Grindlay.

Please support the fantastic sponsors of our newsletter:

If you list and sell
with Warren, he will
donate $1000 to
Wakari School.
[Conditions apply]

